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What is a lease? It’s a legally enforceable contract that defines what the renter (lessee) and the owner (lessor) 
are agreeing to and what is expected of both parties. All leases are not the same, but most tend to cover the 
same topics. The key areas for you to ask questions about are the following:

Lease Terms
❏ How long is the lease?
❏ After the initial term of the lease, will I need to renew for 

a year or will I be able to lease month to month?
❏ Can I have roommates and what’s your policy on adding 

someone to the lease if necessary?
	Do you have a code of conduct or rules and regulations 

I need to follow? What do they include?
❏ What happens if I need to break my lease? Are there any 

fees involved?
❏ Can I sublet my apartment to another person and under 

what conditions? Are there any fees involved?
Owner & Property Information
❏ Am I renting from the owner or a property management 

company? Who owns the property? 
❏ Is the property at risk of foreclosure?
❏ Does the building’s owner have a criminal background?
❏ Is the owner financially stable?
❏ Has the owner been sued by past residents?

Rent
❏ When is rent due?
❏ Are there penalties for late rent payments? What are 

they and when do they begin?
❏ How easy is it to pay rent? What are my options?
❏ What appliances and/or furniture, are included?
❏ Can the rent be raised during my lease term? 

Security Deposits
❏ How much is the security deposit? 
❏ How soon after I move out is the deposit returned?
❏ What will prevent me from getting my deposit back?

Utilities & Amenities
❏ What utilities are included in the rent? 
❏ What is the average cost for utilities that are not included?
❏ Is parking included in the rent or is that additional?
❏ Do I need to start the utilities for the apartment?
❏ If heat’s included, when do you turn on the heat? 
❏ How much does laundry cost and how often do you 

raise your prices?
	Are there any additional fees for using the facilities (pool, 

fitness center, roof deck, etc.)?
Maintenance
❏ How quickly can I expect repairs to be made? 
❏ What do you consider to be a maintenance emergency?
❏ Are there any repairs that I would be responsible for?
❏ Are maintenance people on call 24 hours a day and who 

do I call if there is an emergency?
❏ Do you do regular property inspections? How often will 

you be entering my apartment to do them?
❏ Who mows the lawn and shovels the walks?
❏ Are there any planned improvement projects and what 

effect will the construction have on my stay here?
Safety
❏ Who checks the smoke detector batteries? Am I respon-

sible for checking them periodically?
❏ What happens if there’s a fire in the building? 
❏ What are my rights if I don’t think my window or door 

locks are secure enough?
❏ What kind of notice do you have to give me before 

entering my apartment?

More Resources:
  • The City of Madison’s Tenant and Landlord’s Right and Responsibilities
  • A Sample Lease Agreement from Steve Brown Apartments (be sure to ask your landlord for a preview of the lease)
  • The Tenant Resource Center’s Preparing to Rent Guide

http://www.cityofmadison.com/dpced/bi/documents/tenantlandlordrightsandresponsibilities.pdf
http://www.stevebrownapts.com/downloads/Joint_SeveralLease.pdf
http://tenantresourcecenter.org/pc/documents/preparing_to_rent.pdf

